UNIT: 317th Infantry, 80th Infantry Division.
PERIOD: 8 November - 29 December 1944,

ACTION: Lorraine Campaign (Seille and Nied Crossings and reduction of Maginot Fortres-
ses and St. Avold).

SOURCE: Major A. C. Johnson, S-4, 317th Infantry.
PLACE AND DATE OF INTERVIEW: HOIGENSCILIANGAU, GARMANY, 317th Infantry CP, 21 June 1945.

INTERVIEWER: Captain James J. Cowen.

MAPS: 1/50,000 -- TITLE SHEET NO. GSGS NO.
Nomeny 34-14 4471
Metz 34-13 4471
St. Avold 35-13 4471
Saarguemines 3613 4471

NOTE: Regiment S-4 journal was used as reference during interview,

On the morning of the Lorraine Campaign jump-off, 8 November 1944, the CP of the
317th Infantry was located at the Chateau Dombasle (8434). The lst Battalion, 317th
Infantry, on the regimental right flank, crossed the Seille River generally in the
area of Port-sur-Seille (8536), while the 3d Battalion, on the left, crossed the
Seille just north of Morville-sur-Seille (8436). The 2d Battalion, in reserve, was
following the 3d Battalion.

The two leading battalions did not find enemy infantry resistance strong, but
they did run into heavy mortar and artillery fire causing heavy casualties. The
317th's supporting artillery was heavy, however, but the regiment did not know just
how effective it had been. To aid the river crossing, the regiment put all available
guns, including AA quad-50 calibers, on the high ground west of the river.

At the time, torrential rains had both the Seille and the Moselle Rivers flooded,
preventing the completion of a vehicular bridge of any kind until the next day, 9
November 1944. This facﬁor caused much concern with the three battalions of the 317th,

the CO's clamoring for vehicles and equipment as soon as they got across, but not re-
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