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HEADGUARTERS 313TH FISLD ARTILLERY BATTALION
j:}-inI.Oi ]EIL{SO U.., E.-:;"g ﬂI‘m}“

1 October 1944

SUBJECI's After Action Report for period 1 September 1944 to 30 September
194k inclusive. (Section I - Suwmmary of daily operations and
action) . .

TO .  The Adjutant General, Vashington, D. C, (Through Channels).

1. NARRATIVE:

2., lioved to vicinity of COURCELLES-EN-BARRE in support of 317th
Inf on 1 Sep 1944, contirmed in support at crossing of MIEUSE RIVER, no art—
illery action, '

be The direct support mission was continued from positions at
APREMONT, 2 Sep 1944. 7 missions fired: 1 Registration, 6 Infantry and
Automatic Yeapons.

ce 5 Sep 1944, moved by motor in direct support of 317th Inf To
vositions, vicinity of VAMEY, Mission to force crossing of LOSELLE RIVER.
Remained in position at MAMEY until 11 Sep 1944 140 missions fired, as fol-
lows: 17 Check Point Registrations, 5 BP Registrations, 34 lachine Guns,

3 Counterbattery, 4 Observation posts, 44 Interdiction, 8 llortars, 25 Inf-
antry.

d, lioved to firing positions on night of 11 Sep 1944 to vicinity
of GRISCOURT to support crossing of MOSELLE RIVER by 317th Inf. Particip-
ated in artillery preparations in support of crossing and continued close sup-
port mission from that locstion until Infamtry Battalions had secured object—
ives Bast of River. 14 missions fired as follows: 1 Base Point Regisiration,
2 Tanks, 1 Preparation, 4 Automatic Weapons, 6 Infantry.

e. Contimied direct support, 317th Inf crossed MOSELLE RIVER un-
der enemy fire on afternoon 12 Sep 1944 and occupied positions vieinity of
BEZAUMONT at 1830 hrs. Remained in this position and on same mission through
20 Sep 1944, Battalion fired on enemy counter attacks agsinst STE GENEVILVE,
(two); BEZAUMONT, FALAISE HILL, (two); VILLE AUVAL and LANDREMENT; under
enemy artillery fire 12-16 Sep 1944, 143 missions fired as follows: 11
Interdiction, 1 10T, 3 Base roint Registration, 79 Infantry, 9 Counterbatiery,
6 Check Point Registrations, 7 Mortars, 5 Observation Posts, 3 lachine Guns,

3 Vehicles, 4 Tanks, 12 Normal Barrages.

f. lloved by motor to positions vicinity AUTREVILLE, 21 Sep 1944.
Contimied mission of direct support of 317th Inf., Remained in this position
unbil 1715, 25 Sep 1944, 61 missions fired eos follows: 5 Base Foint Reg-
istratlions, 9 Interdiction, 5 Check Point Registration, 10 Machine Guns, 11l
Infantry, 2 Mortar, 10 Propaganda, 2 Smoke, 7/ VehlclesS,

o, Lioved by motor to pesition vieinity of FAULX, 25 Sep 194LL and
contimied direct support mission of 317th Inf. =
through end of September, Frepared defensive positions and prepared plans
for defense of 317th Irnf Sector. 70 missions fired as follows: 4 Base roint
Registrations, 5 liortars, 3 Counterbattery, 1 Train, 2 Observation Posts,

5 kachine Guns, 7 Preparation 2 TOT, 2 Harassing, 2 Propaganda, <8 infantry,
O Check Points. Ammnition expenditure for month of September 1944:
11,514 rounds,
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(After Action Report, continued)

e SUMMARY - Survev,
a+ JIn general laps furnished were excellent., The distribution of
llaps however, was poor. Very satisfactory Vertical Control obtained from the
Maps. On fast moving situations excellent results could be obtained by insp-
ection and short traverse of howitzer positions plus registration of one plece
on a basepoint that could be identified both on ground and on map,
_ be FDC =~ The need for additional trained FDC personnel is evident.
Two crews are not sufficient for contimicus 24 hour operations, 7ell trained
and experienced telephone operators are essential to the smooth operation of
FDCe 5-2 and S-3 sections nust be seéparated, but within fifty to seventy-
five yards of each other for close cooperation and exchange of informstion,
Surplus personnel and visitors must be xept away from FDC to avoid confusion
and unnecessary distractions. Some provisions should be made for facilities
and tentage for liaison officers and personnel from reinforcing Battalions,
There can be no set muber of rounds to be used in fire for effect., This will
depend on experience of observer, ammunition available and aspects of the
tactical situation, However » on dispersed infantry, Battalions should iire
Lor effect with one volley and expect to make several shifis prior to compl-
etion of missions This again is especlally true with inexperienced ODSEIVErs .
lore use should be made of lN(0!'s as forward observers, Time fire is very eff-
ectlve and should be used vhenever possible,
Ce AIR OP ~ The use of the 4ir OP has proven to be indespensible,
It hes been especially useful for registrations in fast moving situations and
vihere terrestial observation is lacking,
de DIMLUNICATIONS = Wire communications 1s definitely the pr 1mary
fleans ol communications. A complete net in operatlon solves 50% of the Prob-
lemse. A separate forward Switching central with esch committed Infantry Batt-
alion with lines to FO's has proven to be one solution. BEvery effort on part
of IO and FO's must be made to maintain and keep wire to observers with front
line units in both static and moving situations, A more portable radio is

needed for the F, 0, It is exceptional when the 610 radio can be used while

. I 3 ' 5 @ ° » .
mountted in the i ton vehicle., The use of two or more 608 radios is indicated

for DCs More use should be made of the 284 radio in order that the 608 may
be shut off periodically, liore training and use of pyrotechnics is indicated,
€e COOPERATION “ITH INFANTRY - There 18 a marked disregard on the
part of the infantry commander on certain limitations of Field Artillery,
There is a definite lack of nowledge on the part of the Infantry Company and
Bn. Commander as to the proper and most effective use of the Forward Observer,
the location of Infantry and Artillery CP's together in most instances has
proven impractical, however constant Command liaison is necessary, The vlan-
ning of defensive fires arnd barrages has proven to be difficult for the Inf-
anery Commander - instead these fires must generally be planned by the Artil-

lery and submitted, if time permits » Lo the infantry, for inclusion in fire
plans.
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Te REINFORCING ARTILLERY - The cooperation of reinforecing artillery
has been superior. The Corps plan of liaison, and comminications has proven
to be sound and practical, A Light. Direct Support Battalion does not have the
perscnnel to efficiently use more than one reinforcing battalion, Any addite-
longl supporting units should be handled by Div, Arty. or group who have the
personnel and equipment for this particular purpose, This applies to Tanks,
Tank Destroyers and AAA in their secondary missions as well as Field Artillery,
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(After Action Report, continued)

ge AAL = A platoon of AMA, consisting of A-LOMY guns and 4-~50 Cal
Juads has proven satisfactory for AA nrotections.s There has been very little
alr action however and the adecuacy of this AA protection is yet to be
The cooperation of this A4A platoon has been superior.
Ne AMMUNITION - With. a well trained ammunition train and an alert
and agressive lunitions Officer the ammnition supply problem has been Nneg-
ligable, The handling of ammnition by ASP personnel in so far as segregation
and issue by lot munber has been deplorasble. It has been impossible to obtain
any large quantity (50 or more rounds) of ammunition of the same lot number.,
ie OSUMMARY OF AMMUNITION EXPEND TPURES TO DATE:
Sh@ll HE Fuze :%1“511-- *20000c0000s o 3388 Roul‘lds
Shell HE Fuze M-A8ueeverenesses 10273 Rounds
Shej.l g1 APliil!llill!lil_Iilil-i# LLRQuﬂdS
Shell Smoke HCeuvueooooooeanensn 98 Rounds
Shell Smoke HPseecssesoscsseecas 88 Rounds
Shell, Smoke Redueeeoeseocos e, 14 Rounds
TOt-al, to date; e P00 LPOOLGOEOS S ul3865 RQundS
Je SUMMARY OF MISSIONS FIRED, 1 s3ep to 30 Sep 1944

proven,

Registration on base point and che ckpolnt ...a 47
Hegistration by High Burst... se0csvcvocscnssne [

Regiﬂtration by Cn Ilili#tti'iiilllhliiiiliili
lanks and armored VOO Ie8, s hm s s st s bhnnnme B
Vehicles - trucks, VanS, ©lCessescsssvosececoss 10
Observation posts
Infaniif‘y““.“”

i"iii'i.'il'ii'li.ﬂlliiii‘#‘ ll

: P8S998 098 C0Ra0e s e 66
Ty
barraf—;eiiiutn-nnii-n-:untittnnina---ttnauf-qii 12
TOT
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nmovement Wwlll be in rear areas sad 1ot visible to front line units,
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3 Lfhe Llaison Clificer with tihe infantry unlt i another source
of information, Yarticularly in the dispogition of friendlv troops
200 proposed moves sy Dlsng of thie infantry.
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with other dutlies hove to do double duty g o=-2 asglstants. 1 be-

1o » e e T . - ™ ™ 3 men q - - - 1.; ~ i | E . - . " l" -y *

lieve personnel should e included 1in the T/0 for thils Job so they
0 e b g - . e : = Yo =~ ! " 1.

cowuld be Lralned 1n the WOy,

Te LN ."1.._ S0ITR CUHIR JENITS: D/5 sne ghould have at least one
500 Zerles radio to meintain radlo contact with Infentry on g-n1g
and the Inf _j,'l'!tli_r /5 rlatoon., In this wmanner information could be
passed on to hizher headquarters much faster through the drtiller
communlcation sysuen,
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le SClascs I Suprly: a. From 1 Zeptember 1544 to 10 september
1944 Ho0, "EY and 10-in-l were availsble. 10-in-1 oroved moast satis-
Tactory because of varised menus and ease of distribution.
be From Sepbtember 10th to September 30+t "B" ratic LE WaTe
lgsued, DSubstitute menue are unsatisfactory. La ‘Tey quanit
concdiment s and staple 1tems should he issued,

2. lOm of the dally rations ghould be "C", "E" or 10-in-1
rolions for TO}wav Ubservers and Lialgon narties,
d. Administrative C vevldya arrive too late or are neverp
L. Wllitery Folice and Traffic Control points have been a
zreaet nelp in locgling Supely Zoints.
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Jeptember situation had improved,

2. Clase 111 Bupply: OClass III is generally satisfactory.
Jepote are located too far from “sittzlion areas. Division dump 1s
moye satl slfactory. | , -
(HOTE:  Kecommend & 3/4 ton W.C., for Battalion Supply in
Artillery ‘mits. )

4, lotor Supply: a., Ihe 2% Lon 2.W.B8Bs wrecker is too light
anc thereby 1‘*’18‘*‘1 1 ' ' it o a.inteﬂ ance fleld work,
b, ertes 1celned in the 2nd Zchelon set
meant Ifor snopwork a e not necessa :1:":3,? for field worl
3
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) Fear vuller sete

T.Fw- ,f:} T T e o - " .
) L LY, J:L_lc Lire gspreader.,
) Anvil.
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e J88lce loed of certaln high morbtallity perts Tor this

\ o~ . ) !
(1) Flexibls Emmﬁz nose Lines,
(E} Taskebs of 2] S e
( 3 ) i-j D Y.}.Ju:; {%_, (*‘ T :,_;O l_ j:"l':; L.:-: {Zj’t’ 4 "

A, weventy percent of tires are damaged by cubts from im=-
nroper 4di r*iﬂmﬂ'l_ of "¢ and "K'" vation cans.

e, 1hirty percent of the pa i
with ceamaged valve stems could be avolded by hav
removable tvype,

. Lire vulcanizing renely outfits should be located in
Jicinity of combalt opsratine divislons.,
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HEADOUAKTERS 313TH FIGELD ARTILLERY B
APO #80 U. 5. Army
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1 October 1944

SUBJACT: After Action Report for period 1 September 1944 to 30 September
1944 inclusive ( yection IV - F ersannﬂl and ﬁll:.ed Adm__nlstratlon)
TO : The Adjutant General, VWashington, D. C. (Through Channels)
1., Strength: The Battalion entered the period with the following
strength:
1/0 Authorizstion Actual Over or Short
Cfficers Ay 3L
Warrant Officers 2 2
inlisted lien L73 | L'{0 -3

2. - Casualties and Heplacements to date:

.
{ .
i '14.4]‘ u\’ (,&M NARA D_U:" (0 9‘#

Enlisted lien Ufficers
Killed in action 6 1
Died of Wounds _ 1 (Bn $-2)
Wounded in Action 31 (RTD 6) 6
Disease or injury (non-battle) 15 (RTD 8) _1 (RTD 1)
Totals 52 9
Replacements received 38 12

Kote: Usually a suificient mumber of enlisted replacements have
oeen secured, although for the most part they have had no training in the
T/0 position vacancy crested by losses.,

3. Payment of Battalion: It was found feasible to appoint onlv one
ofilce‘!“, preferably the rersonnel Officer, as Agent Cfficer to pay the men
and officers of the entire batialion. This eliminated the necessity of
culling several officers from the forward units where most needed,

e Awards to date:

inlisted lien Offlcers
Alr lMedal 1 L
Gertificate of lierit L
Furple Heart 22 6

tie ils CI%.L LAWRY 5 (
WodG, USA,
rersonnel. Cfficer,
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\ATter dction Report, Section III, continued),

g. <suncture proof tubes should be put on critical vehicles

neggsenger vel lcles,
command angd Staff vehicles,

i3
S

+a88 V supply: a. Difficulty was experienced in obtalning
5oana supply was asain very limited for a period of about

=l

*"‘5
| 5, G
allocation
Lwo weekes after the logelle Hiver cro *1-—-17’1

be The most oublstanding 4iff <; ,111:,“;* atl Dresent is thnat the
s;*f? t“ﬁ’ L use at A,Z.4, 29 makes it impossible to obiain any

sizeanle amount of any lot number,

SIAHOHY T¥YNOILYN IHL 1V a30NA0¥d3




